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The meeting was opened at 15.10 by Mr Eduard Kukan, Chairman of the European
Parliament's Delegation for relations with Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia,
Montenegro and Kosovo and Co-chairman of EU-Montenegro Stabilisation and Association
Parliamentary Committee (SAPC), in the Chair.

Mr Kukan welcomed both the members of the European Parliament delegation and delegation
of the Montenegrin Parliament. Special welcome went to Mr Ranko Krivokapić, President of
the Parliament of Montenegro and Co-chairman of EU-Montenegro SAPC, Mr Duško
Marković, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Justice of Montenegro, Mr Vytautas
Leškevičius, Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs of Lithuania, speaking on behalf of the
Presidency of the Council of the European Union, and Mr Dirk Lange, Head of Unit for
Montenegro, representing the European Commission.

Mr Kukan gave several introductory remarks, where he notably stressed the need for
Montenegro to be an example of success in the enlargement process. Mr Krivokapić gave his
introduction, wherein he expressed his desire to successfully pursue the discussions with the
European Parliament.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda

Due to the availability of one of the MEPs, points 4 and 5 of the agenda were swapped.

2. Adoption of the draft minutes of the 6th EU-Montenegro SAPC meeting

The minutes were adopted without amendments as in the draft document.
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3. State of play of the accession negotiations and EU-Montenegro relations, in the
presence of representatives of the Montenegrin Government, the Presidency-in-
Office of the Council of the EU and the European Commission

The Chair gave the floor to Mr Duško Marković, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Justice of Montenegro, who gave an overview of the measures taken by the government with
regards to EU accession negotiations. Mr Marković assured that reform of the judiciary and
strengthening of human rights are given high priority, so that Montenegro can pursue its
European integration path.

Mr Vytautas Leškevičius recalled that the negotiations with Montenegro are guided by
progress in preparing for accession, including the fulfilment of obligations under the
Stabilisation and Association Agreement, as well as progress in addressing areas of weakness
identified in the Commission’s Opinion. Furthermore, he informed about the progress in the
negotiations thus far and underlined the importance of Chapter 23 on judiciary and
fundamental rights and Chapter 24 on justice, freedom and security.

Mr Dirk Lange underlined the strong political support for the accession process, which allows
for progress in the negotiations, and looked forward to the parliament’s adoption of the
resolution on the EU integration process. He then gave an outlook on how the Commission
sees the negotiations developing and on important issues. Belonging to the latter is the rule of
law, of which Chapters 23 and 24 form part, economic governance, public administration
reform and fundamental rights. To conclude, he stated that Montenegro is moving forward in
its preparation for membership and called for tangible results for Montenegrin citizens
throughout the whole process.

The following members took part in the discussion of the item: Mr Jelko Kacin (Vice
Chairman of the EP Delegation), Mr Slaven Radunović (Montenegrin Vice Chairman) and
Mr Andrej Plenković (MEP).

4. Implementation of legislation for fighting organised crime and judicial practice in
this field

The following members took the floor discussing this point of the agenda: Ms Doris Pack
(MEP), Mr Darko Pajović (Montenegrin MP), Mr Obrad Mišo Stanišić (Montenegrin MP),
Mr Predrag Bulatović (Montenegrin MP), Mr Koča Pavlović (Montenegrin MP) and Mr
Dritan Abazović (Montenegrin MP).

Ms Doris Pack (MEP) stated that Montenegro’s path towards the EU will offer reassurances to
its citizens that things will change for the better. In this respect, she pointed out that work
needs to be done in relation to organised crime and corruption. Nevertheless, it was stressed
that the country has improved its position on the international transparency ranking. The
members of the Montenegrin delegation acknowledged the importance of the opening of
negotiations on Chapters 23 and 24, but there were divergent views on the efficiency of the
work currently being done in the fight against organised crime and corruption. The Audio
Recording’ affair was brought up by several members.
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5. Follow up to recommendations adopted during the 6th SAPC meeting in Podgorica

Mr Kukan introduced the item by reiterating that the Copenhagen Criteria remain a
fundamental part of the accession process and opened the floor for discussion, in which the
following members took part: Mr Milutin Simović (Montenegrin MP), Mr Koča Pavlović
(Montenegrin MP), Mr Miodrag Vuković (Montenegrin MP), Mr Obrad Mišo Stanišić
(Montenegrin MP), Mr Slaven Radunović (Montenegrin Vice-Chair), Mr Ranko Krivokapić
(Montenegrin Co-Chair), Mr Darko Pajović (Montenegrin MP) and Mr Predrag Bulatović
(Montenegrin MP).

The discussion gave an overview of measures taken on the Montenegrin side in relation to the
adopted recommendations, notably the constitutional amendments and the positive trends with
respect to public debt. However, the discussion also made clear that many of the Montenegrin
members did not agree on whether satisfying results have been reached following these
measures.

At the end of the first session President of the Montenegrin Parliament announced his urgent
departure to Podgorica. He had stated that he needed to come back due to a funeral of
Montenegro's national hero. From that moment onwards, the Montenegrin delegation was led
by its Vice-Chairman, Mr Slaven Radunović.

The chair adjourned the 1st day of the meeting at 18:13.

***

The meeting was reopened on the second day, 12 December 2013 at 09.08. Mr Eduard Kukan,
Chair of the European Parliament delegation, chaired the meeting.

6. Anti-corruption instruments, including policies and practice concerning: public
procurement, protection of investigative journalists and of whistle blowers

Mr Nikos Chrysogelos (MEP) focused on public procurement, where he expressed the interest
of NGOs and civil society in participating herein, in the protection of investigative journalists
and the fight against corruption and organised crime. Mr Miodrag Vuković and Mr Predrag
Bulatović took the floor from the Montenegrin delegation. It was acknowledged that there is a
lack of agreement on certain issues, but it was also underlined that the governing parties and
the parties in opposition to a greater extent than before agree on the problems related to
organised crime and corruption in Montenegro.

7. Protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms

The following members discussed the agenda item: Mr Göran Färm (MEP), Mr Suljo
Mustafić (Montenegrin MP), Mr Dritan Abazović (Montenegrin MP), Mr Obrad Mišo
Stanišić (Montenegrin MP), Mr Predrag Bulatović (Montenegrin MP), Mr Darko Pajović
(Montenegrin MP) and Ms Nada Drobnjak (Montenegrin MP).

Mr Göran Färm (MEP) held that the process towards EU membership is making good
progress, but that there are problems within the field of human rights and fundamental
freedoms, notably regarding minorities, women in the labour market and politics, as well as
freedom of media. The members of the Montenegrin delegation acknowledged the importance
of the issue in the subsequent discussion. A common view was held that good legislative
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solutions have been found, but that there are shortcomings with regard to their
implementation.

The chairman ordered a break at 10.55 in order to prepare for adoption of a joint document.

8. Adoption of recommendations

As from 10.03, after the break, the point of the agenda devoted to adoption of the joint text
was chaired by Mr Slaven Radunović, Vice-chairman of the Montenegrin delegation.

Following the debate, the declaration and recommendations were adopted.

9. Any other business

None.

10. Date and place of the next SAPC meeting

The chair informed that the 8th meeting of the EU-Montenegro SAPC will take place on 25-26
March 2014 in Montenegro.

The meeting finished at 11.35.

11. Adoption of recommendations

As from 10h03, after the break, the point of the agenda devoted to adoption of the joint text
was chaired by Mr Slaven Radunović, Vice-chairman of the Montenegrin delegation.

Following the debate, the declaration and recommendations were adopted.

12. Any other business

None.

13. Date and place of the next SAPC meeting

The chair informed that the 8th meeting of the EU-Montenegro SAPC will take place on 25-26
March 2014 in Montenegro.

The meeting finished at 11.35.

***
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